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Usefulness of ADAMTS13 to predict response to recanalization
therapies in acute ischemic stroke
The efficacy of reperfusion therapies varies among patients with acute stroke. In this study,
ADAMTS13 predicted the efficacy of reperfusion therapies in terms of tissue plasminogen
activator–induced and futile recanalization after endovascular therapies. Blood biomarkers re-
lated to pathophysiologic pathways might anticipate reperfusion therapy response, allowing for
a more personalized approach.
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From editorialists Lee & Dziedzic: “While measuring ADAMTS13 levels in AIS patients may not be
ready for prime time, this study demonstrates the potential role that blood biomarkers might play in
future acute therapeutic decision-making.”
Page 535

Gait analysis in PSP and NPH: Dual-task conditions make the
difference
Quantitative gait analysis with dual-task conditions allows differential diagnosis of progressive
supranuclear palsy (PSP) and idiopathic normal pressure hydrocephalus (iNPH). Patients with PSP
are more sensitive to dual-task perturbations; under motor dual-task, patients with iNPH improve.
Increased step width and anisotropy of the dual-task effect are good diagnostic criteria for iNPH.
Page 542

CSF tau and β-amyloid predict cerebral synucleinopathy in autopsied
Lewy body disorders

The authors provide tissue validation for Alzheimer disease
(AD) CSF biomarkers in Lewy body disease (LBD). Ante-
mortem CSF values of Aβ1-42 and total tau/Aβ1-42 were as-
sociated with increased postmortem cortical severity of tau,
β-amyloid, and α-synuclein pathology in LBD. AD CSF
biomarkers may help identify patients with LBD with AD co-
pathology and widespread α-synuclein pathology.
Page 544
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Notable in Neurology this week
This issue features an article that redefines the clinical and pathologic features of focal myositis, and
another that accounts the critical role of the dorsolateral prefrontal cortex in the semantic network. A
featured Historical Neurology article recalls the influence of Constantin von Economo’s description of
encephalitis lethargica in the 20th century.

Copyright © 2018 American Academy of Neurology 533

In Focus Volume 90, Number 12, March 20, 2018
Neurology.org/N

Copyright ª 2018 American Academy of Neurology. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.

http://NPub.org/edsum
http://neurology.org/n


From editorialists Bennett & Gordon: “The co-occurrence of neurodegenerative disease pathologies is
greater than chance, suggesting that there may be common mechanisms resulting in 2 or more
degenerative diseases. This could lead to an erroneous judgment to the presence or severity of AD
pathology when other pathologies are present.”
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Cerebral microbleeds and CSF Alzheimer biomarkers in primary
progressive aphasias
This study assessed the occurrence of cerebral microbleeds in patients with 3 main variants of
primary progressive aphasia (PPA). Microbleeds were most prevalent in logopenic PPA and
were related to positive CSF Alzheimer biomarkers. Detection of microbleeds contributes to
PPA variant diagnosis and could provide an estimator of the underlying neuropathology.
Page 546

NEW EPISODE

March 20, 2018

Molecular genetic testing for hereditary ataxia: What
every neurologist should know (see the February 2018
issue of Neurology® Clinical Practice)

1. Featured Article: Molecular genetic testing for hereditary ataxia: What every
neurologist should know

2. What’s Trending: Recent changes to Maintenance of Certification Requirements

This podcast begins and closes with Dr. Robert Gross, Editor-in-Chief, briefly
discussing highlighted articles from the March 20, 2018, print issue of Neurology. In
the first segment, Dr. Jeff Ratliff talks with Dr. Thomas Bird about his paper on the
benefits and limitations of exome sequencing to identify hereditary ataxias. For the
“What’s Trending” segment, Dr. Stacey Clardy speaks with Dr. Laurie Gutmann
about recent updates to the Maintenance of Certification requirements and tips to
ease the process for neurologists.

Disclosures can be found at Neurology.org/podcast.

No CME this week: Interviews based on articles from Neurology: Clinical
Practice, Neurology® Genetics, and Neurology® Neuroimmunology & Neuro-
inflammation are excluded from the CME program.

NB: “Adult-onset vanishing white matter disease,” p. e1091. To check out other Resident &
Fellow Teaching NeuroImages, point your browser to Neurology.org/N and click on the link to
the Resident & Fellow Section. At the end of the issue, check out the Resident & Fellow Clinical
Reasoning article reporting an atypical presentation of LGI1 encephalitis. This week also
includes a Reflections: Neurology and the Humanities poem titled “Rehabilitation: No longer
stumped.”

534 Neurology | Volume 90, Number 12 | March 20, 2018 Neurology.org/N

In Focus Volume 90, Number 12, March 20, 2018
Neurology.org/N

Copyright ª 2018 American Academy of Neurology. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.

http://n.neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000005152
http://neurology.org/n
http://neurology.org/n


DOI 10.1212/WNL.0000000000005152
2018;90;533-534 Neurology 

Robert A. Gross
Spotlight on the March 20 issue

This information is current as of March 19, 2018

Services
Updated Information &

 http://n.neurology.org/content/90/12/533.full
including high resolution figures, can be found at:

  
Permissions & Licensing

 http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
its entirety can be found online at:
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in

  
Reprints

 http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise
Information about ordering reprints can be found online:

rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.
1951, it is now a weekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2018 American Academy of Neurology. All 

® is the official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously sinceNeurology 

http://n.neurology.org/content/90/12/533.full
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

