
Notable from Our Podcast

The February 20, 2018, featured interview is about IV thrombolysis, platelet count, and functional

outcome in stroke patients. For our What’s Trending feature of the week, you will hear the first of 2

interviews on gene drives.

NPub.org/podcast

Author Tip
Neurology defines an author as a person who has made a substantive intellectual contribution to the

submitted manuscript. A substantive contribution includes one or more of the following:

Design or conceptualization of the study

Analysis or interpretation of the data

Drafting or revising the manuscript for intellectual content

Professional writers employed by pharmaceutical companies or other academic, governmental, or com-

mercial entitieswhohave drafted or revised the intellectual content of the papermust be included as authors.
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What happens when women stop MS treatment during pregnancy? Two
studies show possible effects for mom and baby
Two new studies look at the effects of stopping the newer, stronger drug natalizumab for multiple

sclerosis (MS) during pregnancy. “Pregnancy planning can be difficult when a woman has MS because

she and her physicianmust weigh the risks vs the benefits ofmedications that controlMS disease activity,”

said study author Emilio Portaccio, MD, of the Don Carlo Gnocchi Foundation in Florence, Italy. “Our

findings suggest that if women who take natalizumab for MS want to become pregnant, it may be best to

continue treatment up until a pregnancy test is positive and then at that point discontinue use.”

Portaccio E, Annovazzi P, Ghezzi A, et al. 2018;90:e823-e831. doi: 10.1212/WNL.0000000000005067.

Portaccio E, Moiola L, Martinelli V, et al. 2018;90:e832-e839. doi: 10.1212/WNL.0000000000005068.
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