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logic state of the person at the time of tast- 
ing, all join in forming a composite of sen- 
sations which is identified by the subject 
as flavor at a cortical level of the brain. 

With this concept of flavor in mind it 
would appear that the ability of this anos- 
mic patient to enjoy the flavor of many 
foods, in contradistinction to the ability of 
other anosmic people whose cases are re- 
ported in the literature, may lie in her 
ability to utilize better the sensations de- 
rived from the sensory end organs in the 
buccal cavity, nasopharynx, and adjacent 
structures. Whether this ability to utilize 
better the sensations derived from the mouth 
and adjacent regions is attributable to some 
unrecognized difference in the sensory end 
organs of the buccal cavity and nasophar- 

REFERENCES 

1. BRILLAT-SAVARIN, J. A.: The Physiology of Taste: 
Meditations on Transcendental Gastronomy. (A  
complete translation from the French.) New York, 
Liveright Publishing Corporation, 1948, 360 pp. 

Case of an &ection of the olfactory 
nerve with total loss of smell and taste; with re- 
marks upon the probable identity of these two 
senses. Am. J. M. Sc. 21:41. 1851. 

3. OGLE, W.: Anosmia; or cases illustrating the phys- 
iology and pathology of the sense of smell. Tr. 
Med.-Chir. 53:263. 1870. 

4. MONCRIEFF, R. W.: The Chemical Senses. Ed. 2. 
London. Leonard Hill, Ltd., 1951, p. 437. 

5. BEST, C. H., and TAYLOR. N. B.: The Physio- 
logical Basis of Medical Practice. Ed. 5. Baltimore, 
The Williams & Wilkins Company. 1950. p. 1197. 

6. EVANS, C. L.: Starling’s Principles of Human 
Physiology. Ed. 11, Philadelphia, Lea & Febiger, 
1952. p. 491. 

2. KNEELAND: 
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ther investigation. 

SUMMARY 

The case of a 44 year old white woman 
with anosmia due to observed destruction 
of her olfactory nerves caused by a menin- 
gioma in the olfactory grooves is reported. 
Contrary to what might have been expect- 
ed, the patient could identify and enjoy the 
flavor of many foods placed in her mouth. 
Although this patient may be an exception, 
our observation suggests that different per- 
sons vary in their dependence on olfaction 
in their appreciation of flavor. 
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CORRECTION 
On page 553 of the August issue of NEUROLOGY (Goldstein 
et al.: Experimental Allergic Encephalomyelitis Following Admin- 
istration of Homologous Brain Lipid Fractions. 6:550-554. 1955). 
an error appears in table 2. The Afth and last group listed should 
read “Nondialyzable H,O insoluble residue.” 
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CORRECTION

This information is current as of September 1, 1955
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