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The Cover: The AAN logo. With this issue, Neu-
rology has adopted the new American Academy of
Neurology logo that identifies our society. Changes
in typeface on the cover correspond to identity
changes that the AAN has for all its publications.
Other minor changes in the journal, such as more
prominent section titles for Editorials, Brief Commu-
nications and other departments, will make it easier
to identify a particular section.

For our authors and peer reviewers. To keep
pace with the ever-increasing speed of the electronic
age, Neurology has been and will be making changes
to our review processing, including receiving, review-
ing, and transmitting papers electronically. With the
advent of the Internet and e-mail, all steps of the
editorial process are accelerated. The Neurology edi-
torial office has a sophisticated manuscript-tracking
database; we have not yet moved to a Web-based
manuscript reviewing system. We are currently con-
sidering options and will soon implement a program
once we can assure our authors and reviewers an
efficient and user-friendly formula. Until we move to
a Web-based system, we are providing the Neurology
review sheet on our home page. Go to www.neurology.
org and click on “For Peer Reviewers.” This will bring
reviewers to instructions for downloading an MS Word
or a .pdf format Review sheet. Strict confidentiality is
maintained. We expect to have an automated author
inquiry system within the next 12 months.

Ombudsman report. In this issue, we are pub-
lishing our first Ombudsman’s Report. Dr. Jack
Whisnant was appointed Neurology Ombudsman in
2000. Dr. Whisnant fields all inquiries from com-
plainants about process in the editorial office. These
complaints take all forms and he has recounted them
here. The complaints deal with lapses in the actual
editorial process rather than editorial bias issues.
Dr. Whisnant has made helpful recommendations,
which the journal editorial office has implemented,
to improve and clarify our editorial process for
authors.

Patient page. In the July 9 issue of Neurology
Online, we plan to publish our first patient page.

This page will be developed in collaboration with
Robin Brey, MD, Chair of the Patient and Public
Information Committee of the AAN. Beginning as an
online feature, the Patient Page will summarize an
article that has direct applicability to the improve-
ment of patient care. Practicing neurologists can
print out the patient page as a service to their
patients.

Disclosure in clinical trials: Financial and non-
financial. Neurology publishes many important
randomized, controlled clinical trials. Many of these
trials are supported partly or entirely by industry.
Due to frequent industry involvement in research,
Neurology has already taken steps to insure that our
readers are given full disclosure of financial arrange-
ments between the sponsors of the study and the
authors. We are continuously updating our Informa-
tion for Authors to outline the author’s responsibility
for such disclosures. All authors must sign an Au-
thor Disclosure Form to submit to Neurology. Au-
thors are also responsible for disclosing, in detail,
their relationship and financial arrangements on the
title page of their paper and in the covering letter for
the submission. They are also responsible for making
sure that their final article reflects the financial dis-
closures in an acknowledgment.

In the February 12 issue, Neurology will be copub-
lishing an editorial written by the editors of 13 neu-
rology journals dealing with nonfinancial conflicts of
interest between authors and corporate sponsors. Is-
sues of control and complete access to all data, con-
duct of statistical studies and analyses, manuscript
preparation, and decisions to publish are of increas-
ing importance and concern. Corporate sponsors
must not be allowed to influence publication, or in-
deed to prevent it, especially when the data are not
supportive of their product. These issues have been
addressed in recent editorials in JAMA and the New
England Journal of Medicine.1,2 Along with a fi-
nancial disclosure form, Neurology will soon request
authors submit a nonfinancial disclosure form indi-
cating that they accept full responsibility for the con-
duct of the study, had access to all the data, and had
the authority to publish it. This information will be
required before the review process is initiated.
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Change in supplement policy. A recent Neurol-
ogy supplement used the term “guidelines” in the
title and in the publication. Guidelines are developed
by the AAN task forces and a number of subcommit-
tees and have received extensive input from multiple
sources. They are also peer reviewed by Neurology.
The term “guidelines” (and similar wording) is not
appropriate for supplements (or other non–AAN
peer-reviewed papers).

Changes in Information for Authors. We have
recently made some changes to the Information for
Authors.3 We have changed Neurology’s policy that
authors of abstracts submitted to AAN meetings
must first submit to Neurology or obtain permission
from Neurology to submit elsewhere. We still encour-
age authors to submit their work to Neurology. Neu-
rology’s Editorial Board believes that Neurology is
sufficiently competitive to receive the best clinical
papers in our field.

A section has been added regarding duplicate or
redundant publication. This year, we have had au-
thors submit material that had already been submit-
ted to or published in another journal. Vigilant peer
reviewers have picked up the redundancies. We have

clearly outlined our policy and sanctions in the re-
cently updated Information for Authors.

We have added a section and a reference regard-
ing Genetic Association studies based on a Neurology
editorial.4 We have also added an author checklist
that specifies all materials needed for initial
submission.

Videos will now be considered for online publica-
tion. Authors must submit the video file on CD-ROM,
which will be peer-reviewed with the associated manu-
script. If the manuscript is accepted, the video will
be accessible online and mentioned in the print jour-
nal. Format and submission requirements are de-
tailed in the updated Information for Authors.
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