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Shopping list perseveration
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A 78-year-old woman was admitted for an acute confusional
episode followed by loss of consciousness. When the episode began,
she was making a shopping list. She repeatedly wrote complete

words, with some letter substitutions, while maintaining the form
of individual letters and the spatial layout on the page (figure).
These “cortical perseverations”1 demonstrate the nervous system’s
ability to generate highly complex movements autonomously.2

Laboratory and toxicology studies were normal. Her MRI demon-
strated a cavernous angioma in the left inferior putamen and
external capsule. Continuous EEG showed frequent subclinical
electrographic seizures within the central and parasagittal re-
gions bilaterally.

1. Luria AR. Two kinds of motor perseverations in massive head injury of
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Figure. Shopping list of patient during a seizure.
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