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“They told me I could have three drawers. . ..”
Irene’s voice trailed off.

Three drawers.

I had sent her to see nursing homes
Before she became too weak to care for herself.
“It’s better to check them out
While you’re still able to choose.”

It came down to leaving her life behind,
Except for three drawers.
This she could not do.

She would stay in her home,
Getting whatever help she could.

Yet she might fall when there was no help.
She might break a hip.
She might die.

Silence. The words unsaid:
Better than relinquishing life
Without embracing death.

That evening I could not let go.
Were three drawers the same as one small suitcase?
A big one might be too heavy to carry.
Big, small, what did it matter
If you were going to leave it behind.

And it was morning.

The lady on the phone was cheerful, helpful –
“They also get a quarter closet.”

Address correspondence and
reprint requests to Dr. Carmel
Armon, Baystate Medical
Center, Division of Neurology
S4648, 759 Chestnut Street,
Springfield, MA 01199
carmel.armon@bhs.org

REFLECTIONS:
NEUROLOGY AND THE
HUMANITIES

Section Editor
Michael H. Brooke, MD

Copyright © 2008 by AAN Enterprises, Inc. 2347



DOI 10.1212/01.wnl.0000314734.21919.f8
2008;70;2347 Neurology 

Carmel Armon
Three drawers

This information is current as of June 9, 2008

Services
Updated Information &

 http://n.neurology.org/content/70/24/2347.full
including high resolution figures, can be found at:

  
Permissions & Licensing

 http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
its entirety can be found online at:
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in

  
Reprints

 http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise
Information about ordering reprints can be found online:

Online ISSN: 1526-632X.
1951, it is now a weekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright . All rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. 

® is the official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously sinceNeurology 

http://n.neurology.org/content/70/24/2347.full
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

