
Palmocervical reflex
A hyperactive palmomental reflex?

An 85-year-old, right-handed, Caucasian man with a 14-year history of idiopathic Parkinson disease pre-
sented with progressive cognitive decline. An involuntary contraction of ipsilateral mentalis and platysma
muscles was observed while stroking the patient’s left thenar eminence. The common palmomental reflex was
present on the right side (video on the Neurology® Web site at www.neurology.org).

The palmomental reflex is an involuntary contraction of the mentalis muscle with the stimulation of the
thenar eminence. Its presence suggests the possibility of cerebral pathology.1 Involvement of the platysma
muscle may result from an activation of neighboring motor neuron pools comparable to pathologic spread.2

This can be considered as palmomental reflex hyperactivity.
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