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The incidence, trend, and survivorship of ALS in the population of Rochester, Minnesota, was determined for the years 1925 through
1977. The average annual incidence was 1.76 per 100,000 population. There was a small but nonsignificant increase in the rate during
the 53-year period. The male:female ratio was 1.1, and the male:female ratio of incidence rates was 1.6. The median age at onset was
66 years; the incidence rates increased with increasing age. Median survivorship was 22.5 months, and was longer for younger patients
than for patients with an advanced age at onset. The demographic characteristics in this total community experience are believed to
reflect the pattern of ALS more accurately than previously reported clinical series.
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Comment from Andrew G. Engel, MD, FAAN Associate Editor: This was the first time that a population-based, longitudinal
follow-up study had attempted to accurately measure the incidence of ALS in a population. This highly cited article paved the
way for future epidemiologic studies of ALS.
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