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A 28-year-old woman with history of IV drug use was
found comatose in asystole. Pupils were fixed and di-
lated. Urine toxicology was positive for cocaine, opiates,
and benzodiazepines. Head CT revealed sulcal efface-
ment and loss of gray–white differentiation (figure).
The subarachnoid spaces and interhemispheric fissures
showed areas of abnormally increased density, but the
basilar cistern was void of blood.

Pseudo–subarachnoid hemorrhage is a rare radio-
graphic sign that occurs in the setting of marked
hypoxic-ischemic injury, spontaneous intracranial
hypotension, or pyogenic meningitis.1,2 The relative
hypoattenuation of the parenchyma and displace-
ment of the CSF simulates the appearance of sub-
arachnoid blood.3
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Figure Noncontrast axial head CT

Noncontrast axial head CT demonstrating abnormal hyperdensity in the subarachnoid spaces and diffuse sulcal effacement and
loss of gray–white differentiation. Note the lack of blood in the basilar cistern and loss of gray–white differentiation.
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