
Emotional neglect in childhood and cerebral infarction in
older age

Older persons in a clinical-pathologic study rated adverse
childhood experiences; 192 subsequently died and underwent a
uniform neuropathologic examination. Higher level of childhood
emotional neglect was associated with an increased likelihood
of chronic cerebral infarction, suggesting that chronically
feeling unloved may be a risk factor for cerebral infarction.
See p. 1534; Editorial, p. 1524

Serum lycopene decreases the risk of stroke in men:
A population-based follow-up study

The study population consisted of 1,031
Finnish men aged 46 to 65 years, with a
total of 67 strokes (50 ischemic) during
12.1 follow-up years. High serum
concentrations of lycopene, as a marker of
tomato and tomato-based product intake,

were associated with a decreased risk of ischemic stroke.
See p. 1540

Quality of life in children with new-onset epilepsy: A 2-year
prospective cohort study

This study assessed health-related quality of life (HRQL) in
children 4 to 12 years old with new-onset epilepsy and other
risk factors. At least half did not experience clinically
meaningful improvements in HRQL or declined; cognitive
problems were the strongest risk factor for compromised
HRQL 2 years after diagnosis.
See p. 1548

Adjunctive dexamethasone in adults with meningococcal
meningitis

The authors compared 2 nationwide cohorts of 358 patients
with meningococcal meningitis before and after the
introduction of adjunctive dexamethasone. Adjunctive
dexamethasone was widely prescribed, was not associated
with harm, and resulted in a lower rate of arthritis.
See p. 1563

From editorialist John C.M. Brust: “The findings of this report
will hardly resolve the controversy, but at the present time
the burden of proof is on those who would withhold
adjunctive dexamethasone in patients with suspected or
proven meningococcal meningitis.”
See p. 1528

Indicators of amyloid burden in a population-based study of
cognitively normal elderly

Four hundred eighty-three cognitively normal individuals,
aged 70 to 92 years, underwent Pittsburgh compound B (PiB)
imaging; 211 individuals had PiB 1.4 and 151 had PiB 1.5.
Age and APOE status best predicted the odds of PiB levels,
suggesting that inexpensive, noninvasive measures could
reduce the costs of identifying individuals with amyloidosis
for trial enrollment.
See p. 1570; Editorial, p. 1530

Hypertensive disorders in pregnancy and cognitive decline
in the offspring up to old age

Using mothers’ blood pressure and urinary protein
measurements from maternity clinics and birth hospitals, the
authors defined normotensive or hypertensive pregnancies in
mothers of 398 men. Maternal hypertensive disorders in
pregnancy predicted lower cognitive ability and greater
cognitive decline up to old age.
See p. 1578

Reversion from mild cognitive impairment to normal or
near-normal cognition: Risk factors and prognosis

Three thousand twenty individuals diagnosed with mild
cognitive impairment (MCI) were evaluated at their first visit
with an MCI diagnosis and on a subsequent visit, about 1 year
later, at which cognitive status was reassessed.
Approximately 16% of subjects diagnosed with MCI reverted
back to normal cognition 1 year later.
See p. 1591 and p. 1599

Past exposure to neuroleptic drugs and risk of Parkinson
disease in an elderly cohort

The authors assessed the long-term risk of developing
Parkinson disease after exposure to neuroleptics and
neuroleptic-like drugs. The risk of probable Parkinson disease
was increased by 3.2-fold after exposure to neuroleptics,
suggesting the need to limit use of these drugs in elderly people.
See p. 1615

NB: “Peduncular hallucinations in brainstem encephalitis drawn
by a patient,” see p. 1625. To check out other NeuroImages,
point your browser to www.neurology.org.
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