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Alexandre Romanovich Luria was an early neuropsy-
chologist in Soviet Russia whose published work
spanned more than half a century beginning in the
1920s and whose influence remains strong on the
field of psychological assessment and treatment for
brain-injured patients. In Luria’s Legacy in the 21st

Century, Dr. Christensen, who worked directly with
Luria early in her career, and 13 other authors link
Luria’s pioneering strategies for systematic evaluation
of brain and mind with modern theories and technolo-
gies. As can be expected from a multiauthored work, the
10 chapters vary in the extent to which they look retro-
spectively at Luria’s contributions vs prospectively at
ways to guide future practice. Chapter 4, for example,
makes minimal reference to Luria and seems out of
place with its extensive review of fMRI data. Chapter
10, in contrast, offers a practical approach to bedside
neuropsychological examination.

Luria’s Legacy is written by and primarily for neu-
ropsychologists, though one of the central lessons

from Luria and this text is that brain rehabilitation
is a multidisciplinary effort in which the role of
neuropsychologists augments all other members of
the rehabilitation team. The book is most useful
for experienced neuropsychologists looking for
historical perspective on the origins of their field.
Trainees in neurology may find the text less useful
in their daily practice but should not miss the mes-
sage that patients’ psychological reactions to brain
injury reflect the lesion itself as much as their reac-
tion to it.

Luria’s tenet that higher psychological functions
are not localized to specific hemispheres or lobes but
instead depend on interconnected and overlapping
(but very specific) functional networks has stood the
test of time and seems even more relevant in the con-
text of modern-day tractography and functional im-
aging. Luria’s Legacy is a thorough progress report on
the field of neuropsychology in the terms of one of its
major founders.
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