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Pseudo tethered cord
An unusual complication of lumbar puncture

A 14-year-old boy was referred with a complaint of seizure. There was paresthesia in both legs. The initial diag-
nosis was meningitis and a lumbar puncture was performed. Analysis of CSF was within normal limits. MRI
showed fusion of the filum terminale, imitating tethered cord (figure 1). Cerebral MRI was normal. Control
MRI revealed normal lumbar findings (figure 2). Lumbar puncture–induced intracranial hypotension has been
reported,1 but the findings illustrated here of the filum terminale after lumbar puncture are unusual. Because
the appearance may mimic tethered cord syndrome, additional imaging may help prevent misdiagnosis.
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Figure 1 Lumbar MRI

(A–E) Initial MRI shows a conjugation of the filum terminale (arrows) and reduced CSF space.
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Figure 2 Lumbar MRI

(A–E) Repeat MRI scan 10 days after the initial study shows normal filum terminale and conus medullaris.

Target Your Job Search
Your goal is precise, your time is precious. So give it your best shot. The AAN’s Neurology Career
Center is the largest neurology-specific job site tailored to in-demand neurology professionals like
you.

Visit www.aan.com/careers and create your free profile today.

You’re Committed to Continually Expanding Your
Knowledge

NeuroSAE™ is committed to helping you. The Sixth Edition of the AAN’s convenient online self-
assessment examination is now available, featuring 150 questions and 8 self-assessment CME
credits upon successful completion to help meet ABPN MOC requirements.

See all the available NeuroSAE versions and purchase the exam today at AAN.com/view/neuroSAE.

Neurology 83 July 8, 2014 197



DOI 10.1212/WNL.0000000000000574
2014;83;196-197 Neurology 

Hayri Ogul, Berhan Genc and Mecit Kantarci
Pseudo tethered cord: An unusual complication of lumbar puncture

This information is current as of July 7, 2014

Services
Updated Information &

 http://n.neurology.org/content/83/2/196.full
including high resolution figures, can be found at:

References
 http://n.neurology.org/content/83/2/196.full#ref-list-1

This article cites 1 articles, 0 of which you can access for free at: 

Subspecialty Collections

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/neuropathic_pain
Neuropathic pain

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/mri
MRI

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_pediatric
All Pediatric
following collection(s): 
This article, along with others on similar topics, appears in the

  
Permissions & Licensing

 http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
its entirety can be found online at:
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in

  
Reprints

 http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise
Information about ordering reprints can be found online:

rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.
1951, it is now a weekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2014 American Academy of Neurology. All 

® is the official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously sinceNeurology 

http://n.neurology.org/content/83/2/196.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/83/2/196.full#ref-list-1
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_pediatric
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/mri
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/neuropathic_pain
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

