
In Focus
Spotlight on the February 17 Issue

Robert A. Gross, MD, PhD, FAAN
Editor-in-Chief, Neurology®

Notable in Neurology

This issue features articles on overexpression of blood
microRNAs in L-dopa-treated patients with Parkinson
disease and on how the mitochondrial iron-sulfur
protein assembly gene IBA57 mutation causes
hereditary spastic paraplegia. Other featured articles
focus on novel mutations expanding the clinical
spectrum of DYNC1H1-associated spinal muscular
atrophy and on the development and validation of a
risk index to determine prospective cognitive decline
using blood-derived markers.

ARTICLES

Olfactory dysfunction predicts early transition to
a Lewy body disease in idiopathic RBD
In this study of 34 patients with idiopathic REM sleep
behavior disorder (RBD) followed for 5 years, the presence of
decreased olfactory function at baseline predicted a Lewy
body disease. Assessment of olfactory function may help to
identify patients with idiopathic RBD suitable for future trials
and to inform clinical therapeutics once disease-modifying
therapies become available.

See p. 654

Ineffective acute treatment of episodic migraine
is associated with new-onset chronic migraine
Acute migraine treatment efficacy is associated with
immediate benefits and improved disease course. Among
participants with episodic migraine from the American
Migraine Prevalence and Prevention Study, rates of
developing chronic migraine over 1 year were related to
treatment efficacy: 1.9% of highest treatment efficacy,
2.7% of moderate, 4.4% of poor, and 6.5% of very poor
efficacy.

See p. 688

From editorialists Mack & Digre: “Lack of efficacy of acute
therapeutic agents should be a red flag in the evaluation of
our migraine patients. The presence of this symptom should
open the door to further discussions on how to optimize
therapy and prevent the conversion to chronic migraine.”

See p. 641

Association of prone position with sudden
unexpected death in epilepsy
Sudden unexpected death in epilepsy (SUDEP) is the leading
cause of mortality in patients with drug-resistant epilepsy. The
authors evaluated the relationship between postictal prone
position and SUDEP in 253 patients. SUDEP was associated
with postictal prone position and may be preventable.

See p. 703

From editorialists Dworetzky &Schuele: “These cases are rare
and it takes persistence and hard work to identify SUDEP and
confirm it through autopsy. This is only achievable by joining
together.to identify and follow high-risk patients
prospectively.”

See p. 643

Relationships between quantitative spinal cord
MRI and retinal layers in multiple sclerosis

Correlations exist between spinal cord
MRI measures and retinal layers, with
both exhibiting independent
relationships with clinical dysfunction.
Combining measures from unique
compartments of the CNSwill facilitate

a thorough examination of regional and global disease
processes that may contribute to clinical disability in multiple
sclerosis.

See p. 720

NB: “The effects of test-enhanced learning on long-term
retention in AAN annual meeting courses,” see p. 748. To
check out other Contemporary Issues: Innovations in
Education submissions, point your browser to Neurology.
org. At the end of the issue, check out the 2 NeuroImages
discussing primary aortic sarcoma, a rare but critical cause
of stroke, and an MRI showing how toxic
leukoencephalopathy syndrome is associated with
methylenedioxymethamphetamine. This week also
includes our monthly Clinical Implications of Neuroscience
Research article, titled “Pulvinar: Associative role in cortical
function and clinical correlations.”

Podcasts can be accessed at Neurology.org
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