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Teaching NeuroImages:
De novo absence status epilepticus in
an adult

A 52-year-old man was found wandering at night. He
was oriented to name only with no other neurologic signs.
Laboratory work, CSF analysis, and brain MRI were
unremarkable. EEG (figure) showed profuse generalized
spike wave activity. His symptoms and EEG normalized
with levetiracetam. On recovery, the patient denied pre-
vious seizures but admitted to a benzodiazepine habit.

De novo absence status epilepticus is a rare form of
nonconvulsive status epilepticus typically encountered
in older adults without prior epilepsy in the setting of
benzodiazepine withdrawal, metabolic derangement,
or alcoholism.1 Treatment with anticonvulsants used
in the idiopathic generalized epilepsies is effective.2
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Figure Absence status epilepticus in a 52-year-old man with confusion

Frequent bursts of generalized spike-wave activity superimposed on a slow background (10-second EEG epoch, bipolar longitudinal montage, gain 10 mV/mm).

From the Department of Neurology, University of Texas Medical School at Houston.

e186 © 2016 American Academy of Neurology

ª 2016 American Academy of Neurology. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.

mailto:proleta.datta@uth.tmc.edu
http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000002603
http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000002603


DOI 10.1212/WNL.0000000000002603
2016;86;e186 Neurology 

Proleta Datta, Omotola Hope and Giridhar P. Kalamangalam
: De novo absence status epilepticus in an adultImagesTeaching Neuro

This information is current as of April 25, 2016

Services
Updated Information &

 http://n.neurology.org/content/86/17/e186.full
including high resolution figures, can be found at:

Supplementary Material

 603.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2016/04/23/WNL.0000000000002
Supplementary material can be found at: 

References
 http://n.neurology.org/content/86/17/e186.full#ref-list-1

This article cites 2 articles, 0 of which you can access for free at: 

Subspecialty Collections

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/status_epilepticus
Status epilepticus

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/generalized_seizures
Generalized seizures

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/eeg_see_epilepsy-seizures
EEG; see Epilepsy/Seizures

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/eeg_
EEG
following collection(s): 
This article, along with others on similar topics, appears in the

  
Permissions & Licensing

 http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
its entirety can be found online at:
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in

  
Reprints

 http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise
Information about ordering reprints can be found online:

rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.
1951, it is now a weekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2016 American Academy of Neurology. All 

® is the official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously sinceNeurology 

http://n.neurology.org/content/86/17/e186.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2016/04/23/WNL.0000000000002603.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2016/04/23/WNL.0000000000002603.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/86/17/e186.full#ref-list-1
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/eeg_
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/eeg_see_epilepsy-seizures
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/generalized_seizures
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/status_epilepticus
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

