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Notable in Neurology

This issue features an article that investigates
serum neurofilament light chain concentrations in
frontotemporal dementia to see whether there is an
association with the severity of the disease and another
that investigates whether nasogastric tubes increase
poststroke pneumonia, mortality, or poor outcomes in
NPO acute stroke patients. A Contemporary Issues
article characterizes patients misdiagnosed with
multiple sclerosis.

ARTICLES

Cognitive impairment, behavioral impairment,
depression, and wish to die in an ALS cohort
In 247 patients with amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, behavioral but
not cognitive impairment was associated with more depression.
Wish to die was unrelated to either cognitive or behavioral
impairment; most patients who expressed this wish were not
clinically depressed. Lack of association between wish to die and
cognitive impairment will be useful in the context of policy debate
about physician-assisted death.

See p. 1320

From editorialists Russell & Dulay: “Neurologists caring for
patients with ALS in jurisdictions where it has been legalized
will have their consciences challenged by requests for
hastened death and will remain uncertain in many cases
regarding the moral boundaries of their fiduciary
responsibility to their patients.”

See p. 1312

Safety and efficacy of thrombolysis in telestroke:
A systematic review and meta-analysis

The authors evaluated the safety
and efficacy of IV thrombolysis
with tissue plasminogen activator
in patients with acute ischemic

stroke, with care delivered in the context of telestroke networks.
Their findings indicated that such care delivered through
telestroke networks was safe and effective in the 3-hour time
window; however, further prospective trials are needed.

See p. 1344, Editorial p. 1314

History of multiple sclerosis in 2 successive
pregnancies: A French and Italian cohort
“Doctor, can I have a second baby?” is a new but recurring
question of women with multiple sclerosis. A French and Italian
study showed a similar evolution of the risk of relapses in the
first and second pregnancy in 93 patients with only 7.6%having
a relapse in both postpartum periods.

See p. 1360

From editorialists Gilmore & Airas: “What does this mean for
future studies of pregnancy and MS? One can think of
pregnancy and the postpartum periods as unique experiments
of nature, rich with potential to yield new insights into the
evolution of clinical disease and into mechanisms of disease
pathogenesis.”

See p. 1316

VIEWS & REVIEWS

Role of sleep-disordered breathing and sleep-
wake disturbances for stroke and stroke
recovery
Recent studies suggest that sleep-disordered breathing and
sleep-wake disturbances represent a risk factor and
a consequence of stroke that affects stroke recovery, outcome,
and recurrence. Current knowledge supports the systematic
implementation of clinical procedures for the diagnosis and
treatment of poststroke sleep-disordered breathing and sleep-
wake disturbance on stroke units.

See p. 1407

NB: “The terrorist inside my husband’s brain,” p. 1308.
To check out other Editorials, point your browser to
Neurology.org. At the end of the issue, check out the
NeuroImages discussing a rare case of extensive primary
meningeal osteosarcoma in childhood and a case of
sudden deterioration in Parkinson disease. This week also
includes a Humanities piece titled “Flying white.”

Podcasts can be accessed at Neurology.org
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