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Head flutter

A previously healthy 30-year-old man presented with oscillopsia, involuntary head movements, and imbalance.
His examination showed intermittent ocular flutter (OF), bursts of back-to-back horizontal head movements
time-locked with OF (head flutter) (figure; video at Neurology.org), and generalized ataxia. Head MRI,
paraneoplastic antibody testing, CSF analysis, toxicology and serology panel, and CT of chest/abdomen/pelvis
were unrevealing. The patient fully recovered after 6 months with monthly IV immunoglobulin.

Head flutter has not been reported previously. We postulate that spreading of abnormal firing of pontine
saccadic burst neurons to the adjacent gigantocellular head movement region may be responsible for head
flutter.1,2
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Figure Eye and head oscillations

Simultaneous horizontal eye and head movement recording shows bursts of horizontal saccadic oscillations without an intersaccadic interval (ocular flutter
[OF]) (A; top segment) accompanied by almost identical head oscillations (head flutter [HF]) (A; bottom segment). A detailed view shows that HF occurs around
100 milliseconds after OF initiation (B).

VIDEO

NEUROIMAGES

© 2017 American Academy of Neurology 1841

ª 2017 American Academy of Neurology. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.

http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000004583
http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000004583
http://neurology.org/lookup/doi/10.1212/WNL.0000000000004583
mailto:merrin72@hotmail.com


DOI 10.1212/WNL.0000000000004583
2017;89;1841 Neurology 

João Lemos, Cristina Duque, Rui Araújo, et al. 
Head flutter

This information is current as of October 23, 2017

Services
Updated Information &

 http://n.neurology.org/content/89/17/1841.full
including high resolution figures, can be found at:

Supplementary Material

 583.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2017/10/19/WNL.0000000000004
Supplementary material can be found at: 

References
 http://n.neurology.org/content/89/17/1841.full#ref-list-1

This article cites 1 articles, 0 of which you can access for free at: 

Subspecialty Collections

 http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/ocular_motility
Ocular motility
following collection(s): 
This article, along with others on similar topics, appears in the

  
Permissions & Licensing

 http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
its entirety can be found online at:
Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in

  
Reprints

 http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise
Information about ordering reprints can be found online:

rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.
1951, it is now a weekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2017 American Academy of Neurology. All 

® is the official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously sinceNeurology 

http://n.neurology.org/content/89/17/1841.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2017/10/19/WNL.0000000000004583.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/suppl/2017/10/19/WNL.0000000000004583.DC1
http://n.neurology.org/content/89/17/1841.full#ref-list-1
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/ocular_motility
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

