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Highlighted articles

Innovations in Care Delivery strives to highlight articles that feature advances in care delivery
in our Editor’s Blog, Editor’s Top 5 Recommended Reading, and Latest Articles sections.
Periodically, we also include interviews with leaders in the field of health services research.

Editor’s blog

Co-section editor Kevin Kerber wrote a blog titled “Caution in using pre/post
research designs to inform changes in care delivery” in reference to the article by
Chen et al.1 on the association between implementation of a code stroke system
and poststroke epilepsy. Dr. Kerber highlighted the study design’s limitations,
namely the pre–post methodology, to emphasize that this study is just the first step
in answering whether IV tissue plasminogen activator (tPA) can prevent poststroke
epilepsy, such as when a code stroke system increases tPA utilization.

Editor’s top 5 recommended reading

Neurology published an article titled “Racial disparities in neurologic health care access
and utilization in the United States.”2 The authors discovered that black and Hispanic
participants are less likely to see an outpatient neurologist. Furthermore, black
patients were more likely to have care provided in the emergency department and
hospital and have higher inpatient costs. Further work is needed to understand why
these differences exist and what interventions would work to reduce these disparities.

Latest articles

The American Academy of Neurology Institute’s Quality and Safety Sub-
committee, in partnership with the Society for Neuro-Oncology, published the
neuro-oncology quality measurement set.3 The goal of this work was to identify
gaps in neuro-oncology care that could lead to quality measures that would move
the field forward. The group identified 5measures including amultidisciplinary care
plan, appropriate molecular testing, chemotherapy education and informed con-
sent, intraoperative or postoperative MRI for gliomas, and prevention of venous
thromboembolism following primary brain tumor surgery.

These 3 sections will keep neurologists up to date on innovations in care delivery within
neurology and neurologic health services research.
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