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Articles

Assessment and effect of a gap between new-onset epilepsy
diagnosis and treatment in the US
Timely antiepileptic drug treatment after an epilepsy diagnosis is critical to reduce risk of future
seizures. In this study of claims data, one third of patients were untreated up to 3 years after
diagnosis. Lack of treatment was associated with an increased risk of medical events and health
care resource use.
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From editorialists Berg & Feyissa: “…The startling findings of Kahilani and colleagues published in
this issue indicate that there is much room for improvement in how newly diagnosed patients are treated
(or not).”
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Erenumab in chronic migraine: Patient-reported outcomes in
a randomized double-blind study

Improving quality of life and reducing disability are important
goals in the treatment of chronic migraine. In this randomized
trial report, the authors show that treatment with erenumab, an
anti-CGRP receptor monoclonal antibody, improved quality
of life and reduced disability in patients with chronic migraine
on 4 well-validated measures.
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Higher probability of prodromal Parkinson disease is related to
lower cognitive performance
Neurologists must be aware of type and timing of cognitive function changes in Parkinson
disease (PD). Higher probability of prodromal PD was related to lower performance in all
cognitive domains (memory, language, executive, attention, visual spatial). Cognition in PDmay
start being subtly affected at prodromal stages.
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Editor's Summary
Audio summary of
highlighted articles.
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Notable in Neurology this week
This issue features an article that examines whether the thalamic lateral geniculate nucleus is affected, and
relevant to visual function, in patients with multiple sclerosis; another compares the classic phenotype of
facioscapulohumeral muscular dystrophy (FSHD) with FSHD1 and FSHD2 loci D4Z4 and SMCHD1.
Featured Special Articles provide a summary of and recommendation for treatment of tics in people with
Tourette syndrome and chronic tic disorders.
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Lipid levels and the risk of hemorrhagic stroke among women
Although lipid-lowering strategies are widely used, low lipid levels may increase hemorrhagic
stroke risk. In a large prospective cohort study, the authors observed higher risk of hemorrhagic
stroke among women with low low-density lipoprotein cholesterol or triglycerides. These
women should be monitored for other modifiable risk factors to reduce hemorrhagic stroke risk.
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CME Opportunity:

Listen to this week’s Neurology Podcast and
earn 0.5 AMA PRA Category 1 CME Credits™
by answering the multiple-choice questions in
the online Podcast quiz.

Practice guideline recommendations summary:
Treatment of tics in people with Tourette
syndrome and chronic tic disorders: Report of
the Guideline Development, Dissemination,
and Implementation Subcommittee of the
American Academy of Neurology (see p. 896)

1. Practice guideline recommendations summary: Treatment of tics in people
with Tourette syndrome and chronic tic disorders

2. What’s Trending: 2019 Zika update

In the first segment, Dr. Jeffrey Ratliff talks with Dr. Tamara Milka Pringsheim about
her practice guideline recommendations summary paper on the treatment of tics in
people with Tourette syndrome and chronic tic disorders. In the second part of the
podcast, Dr. Stacey Clardy focuses her interview with Amanda Grennell, PhD, on
updates regarding Zika in 2019.

Disclosures can be found at Neurology.org.

NB: “Journal Club: Association between aspirin dose and subarachnoid hemorrhage from
saccular aneurysms: A case-control study,” p. 920. To check out other Resident & Fellow Journal
Club articles, point your browser to Neurology.org/N and click on the link to the Resident &
Fellow Section. At the end of the issue, check out the Clinical/Scientific Note discussing a case of
rituximab-associated chronic CNS enterovirus that was treated with IV immunoglobulin and
fluoxetine. This week also includes a Video NeuroImage titled “Early-onset oromandibular-
laryngeal dystonia and Charlot gait: New phenotype of DYT-KMT2B.”
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