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Comparative study of posterior and anterior circulation stroke in
childhood: Results from the International Pediatric Stroke Study
Posterior circulation arterial ischemic stroke (PCAIS) in childhood is described in few discrepant
reports. This prospective multicenter study shows that PCAIS is less common than anterior
circulation stroke (ACAIS) in both neonates and children. Children with PCAIS have a lower
clinical stroke severity and better outcome than children with ACAIS.
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From editorialists Jordan & Jacobs: “Neurologists must have a higher level of suspicion of PCAIS to
ensure accurate and timely diagnosis and prevent delays in care.”
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Sleep duration, midday napping, and sleep quality and incident
stroke: The Dongfeng-Tongji cohort

Abnormal sleep and midday napping may affect stroke
incidence. In a Chinese cohort of 31,750 adults, sleep
duration ≥9 hours per night, midday napping >90 minutes,
and poor sleep quality were independently and jointly associ-
ated with higher risk of stroke, highlighting the impor-
tance of regulating sleep and midday napping in stroke
prevention.
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Qualitative study on the price of drugs for multiple sclerosis:
Gaming the system
High multiple sclerosis disease-modifying therapy (DMT) prices are a burden for patients and
the health care system. Through interviews with pharmaceutical industry executives, the authors
found that pricing decisions were primarily motivated by the need to maximize revenue and
existing DMT prices. This undercuts the notion that DMT price setting is informed by research
and development costs.
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Continued

Notable in Neurology this week
This issue features an article that investigates whether the signs observed during neurologic examination of
complex regional pain syndrome allow for designation of patients to particular phenotype clusters;
another determines that a majority of sudden unexplained death in epilepsy cases may be prevented if the
patients were not alone at night or were free from generalized tonic-clonic seizures. A featured Views &
Reviews article compares primary care interventions for epilepsy in low- and middle-income countries to
the known epilepsy approaches and outcome measures of the countries.
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Objective subtle cognitive difficulties predict future amyloid
accumulation and neurodegeneration
Sensitive neuropsychological measures can be used to identify older adults with objectively
defined subtle cognitive difficulties (Obj-SCD) prior to frank cognitive impairment associated
with mild cognitive impairment. Obj-SCD predicted future amyloid accumulation and ento-
rhinal cortex thinning. Subtle cognitive difficulties can be measured reliably earlier than prior
amyloid-centric models have proposed.
Page 159

From editorialists Snitz & Brickman: “Falsifiable hypotheses, such as the one put forth in Thomas et al.,
are critical to progress in the field, and ultimately to finding effective interventions. Indeed, the results of
this study challenge prevailing models of both the initiating role of amyloid and the requirement of
biomarker evidence of amyloid for defining the Alzheimer continuum.”
Page 151
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CME Opportunity: Listen to this week’s
Neurology Podcast and earn 0.5 AMA PRA
Category 1 CME Credits™ by answering
the multiple-choice questions in the online
Podcast quiz.

Qualitative study on the price of drugs for
multiple sclerosis: Gaming the system (see
p.156)

1. Qualitative study on the price of drugs for multiple sclerosis: Gaming the
system

2. What’s Trending: Duration of American Football Play and Chronic Traumatic
Encephalopathy

In the first segment, Dr. Jason Crowell talks with Dr. Daniel Hartung about his
qualitative study on drug prices for multiple sclerosis. In the second part of the
podcast, Dr. David Lapides talks with Dr. Jesse Mez about the duration of
American football play and chronic traumatic encephalopathy. You can read
Dr. Mez’s paper in the Annals of Neurology: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/
10.1002/ana.25611.

Disclosures can be found at Neurology.org.

NB: “Mystery Case: Parietal lobe epilepsy with ictal manifestation of Gerstmann syndrome,”
p. e430. To check out other Resident & Fellow Mystery Cases, point your browser to
Neurology.org/N and click on the link to the Resident & Fellow Section. At the end of the issue,
check out the Resident & Fellow Clinical Reasoning article discussing the diagnosis and treat-
ment of a 6-week-old patient with migrating focal seizures. This week also includes a Resident &
Fellow Teaching NeuroImages article titled “CNS pituitary-hypothalamic Langerhans cell
histiocytosis in an adult.”
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