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Treatment gap between men and women for stroke may have
narrowed
Although studies in the early 2000s showed that women were 30% less likely to
receive clot-busting treatment for a stroke than men, a new analysis of recent studies
found that the gap has narrowed to 13%. The earlier analysis looked at research
studies of clot-busting treatment, also called thrombolysis, published from 2000
through 2008; the new analysis examined 24 studies published between 2008 and
2018 and included over 1 million stroke patients. “We are heartened that this
treatment gap has narrowed, but more research is definitely needed into why a gap
persists and whether it is continuing to get smaller,” said study author Mathew
Reeves, Ph.D., of Michigan State University in East Lansing. “This is especially
important as additional treatments for acute stroke are developed and implemented.”
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