
When the “dense triangle” in dural sinus
thrombosis is round

A superior sagittal sinus (SSS) thrombosis is classically visible as a “dense triangle” on unenhanced CT
scan1 and as an “empty triangle” after injection.2

A young woman was examined 3 days after the onset of severe headache with papilledema. CT scan
(figure 1) showed a spontaneously hyperdense SSS suggestive of thrombosis but with a round shape. On
MRI, the hypersignals of the SSS and lateral sinus thrombosis have the same bulging aspect (figure 2).

On unenhanced CT, the “dense triangle “ is even more typical of SSS thrombosis when it is round!
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Figure 1 Unenhanced CT (day 3)

Rounded homogeneous hyperdensity consistent with throm-
bosis of the superior sagittal sinus.

Figure 2 MRI (day 3): T1- and T2-weighted imaging

Axial (a), sagittal (b), and coronal (d) images show a rounded area of homogeneous hyperinten-
sity at the level of the bulging superior sagittal sinus (SSS) and lateral sinus. Sagittal T1 image
(c) shows theextension of thrombus along part of the SSS.
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