
CORRECTION
A randomized trial of varenicline (Chantix) for the treatment of spinocerebellar ataxia type 3
In the article “A randomized trial of varenicline (Chantix) for the treatment of spinocerebellar ataxia type 3” by T.A.
Zesiewicz et al. (Neurology® 2012;78:545–550), the description of the statistical methods used to compare the treatment
and placebo groups was inaccurate. The corrected table and statistics section of the Methods is below. This change does
not in any way affect the results of the study. The authors regret the error.

Statistical analysis. Baseline and demographic characteristics were summarized by standard descriptive summaries (e.g.,
means and SDs for continuous variables such as age and percentages for categorical variables such as gender). The
characteristics of the treatment groups were compared to determine whether there were any significant differences at
baseline (visit 1) in age, gender, or SARA scores; sex was compared using the Fisher exact test while all other variables were
compared using the Student t test. For analysis of the 9-hole peg test and 25-foot walk test, the reciprocal of the raw values
was used because the data were not normally distributed. The primary analysis was based on an intention-to-treat
approach and included all subjects who were randomized into the trial. For subjects who withdrew prematurely or
discontinued participation prior to visit 5, the last observation on the study drug was carried forward for the analysis.
Changes in the varenicline and placebo groups were compared using the Wilcoxon Rank Sum test because the data were
not normally distributed. Effect size was calculated as (difference in group means/common SD). All subjects entered into
the study at visit 2 were included in the evaluation of adverse events (AEs). The frequencies of AEs by type, body system,
severity, and relationship to study drug were summarized. All analyses were completed using SAS 9.2. For all analyses, �

was set at 0.05. There was no correction for multiple comparisons for an initial, small study of 20 subjects.

Table 1 Baseline characteristics

Variable

Baseline (mean � SD)

p ValueVarenicline (n � 9) Placebo (n � 9)

Sex, % male 44 67 0.64

Age, y, mean � SD 47.44 � 10.83 53.78 � 11.18 0.24

SARA score, mean � SD 14.44 � 3.39 17.80 � 5.34 0.13

Total

Gait 4.11 � 1.27 5.00 � 1.50 0.19

Stance 2.22 � 1.09 3.28 � 1.60 0.12

Sitting 0.33 � 0.50 0.88 � 0.60 0.05

Speech 2.39 � 1.22 2.56 � 1.24 0.78

Finger chase 1.17 � 0.72 1.25 � 0.87 0.83

Finger to nose 0.75 � 0.50 1.00 � 0.83 0.45

Rapid alternating movements 2.03 � 0.69 2.11 � 0.70 0.80

Heel to shin 1.44 � 0.60 1.72 � 0.83 0.43

9-hole peg test, s, mean � SD

Dominant hand 41.26 � 9.60 58.22 � 18.85 0.07a

Nondominant hand 43.71 � 9.71 65.42 � 21.19 0.03a

25-foot walk, s, mean � SD 15.72 � 7.94 23.95 � 18.14 0.66a

BDI, mean � SD 7.40 � 4.10 8.57 � 2.76 0.56

BAI, mean � SD 11.80 � 7.92 16.80 � 8.90 0.38

SF-36 score, mean � SD 10.80 � 5.72 15.64 � 7.28 0.25

Abbreviations: BAI � Beck Anxiety Inventory; BDI � Beck Depression Inventory; SARA � Scale for the Assess-
ment and Rating of Ataxia; SF-36 � Short-Form 36.
All variables in the varenicline and placebo groups except for sex were compared using the Student t test; sex
was compared using the Fisher exact test.
a Test of reciprocal value.
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