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Clinical and striatal dopamine transporter predictors of β-amyloid in
dementia with Lewy bodies
Co-occurrence of β-amyloid (Aβ) plaques is common in dementia with Lewy bodies (DLB). The
authors identified that Aβ deposition in DLB is associated with diagnosis at a younger age, higher
cognitive and neuropsychiatric burden, and decreased dopamine transporter (DAT) activity.
Evaluation of clinical features and DAT activity could predict the presence of Aβ in DLB.
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From editorialist Jellinger: “Whether DAT activity in DLB can predict the presence of Aβ pathology
and its role in relation to LB pathology are important questions that could open new perspectives in LB
disorders.”
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Language and spatial dysfunction in Alzheimer disease with white
matter thorn-shaped astrocytes

The array of changes underlying cognitive decline includes
astrocytic tau inclusions. In a longitudinal clinicopathologic
cohort of patients with Alzheimer disease, meticulous as-
sessment of white matter astrocytes with tau inclusions
(WM-TSA) demonstrated a strong correlation between
language, visuospatial impairment, and regional density of
comorbid WM-TSA. Regional WM-TSA deposits may af-
fect corresponding brain function.
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Detection of subtle gait disturbance and future fall risk in early
multiple sclerosis
Sensitive metrics of gait disturbance are needed in early multiple sclerosis (MS). In this study,
clinically feasible higher-challenge balance tasks were identified as more sensitive than traditional
walking tests to patient-reported gait, MRI markers of disease, and future fall risk. Imbalance
underlies falls and gait disturbance early in MS, and can be assessed clinically.
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Continued

Notable in Neurology this week
This issue features an article that investigates the efficacy and safety of eptinezumab as a preventive
treatment of chronic migraine; another categorizes nonparoxysmal movement disorders in ATP1A3
mutation-positive patients with alternating hemiplegia of childhood. A featured Views & Reviews article
describes the prevalence, predictors, and clinical importance of reversing lesions on diffusion-weighted
imaging for patients with acute ischemic stroke.
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Association of out-of-pocket costs on adherence to common
neurologic medications
Understanding the consequences of out-of-pocket costs is increasingly important as drug prices
rise and shifting costs to patients increases. Using instrumental variable and standard modeling
approaches, consistent associations between higher out-of-pocket costs and lower medication
adherence across neurologic diseases were demonstrated. Physicians should consider costs when
prescribing medications.
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CME Opportunity: Listen to this week’s
Neurology Podcast and earn 0.5 AMA PRA
Category 1 CME Credits™ by answering
the multiple-choice questions in the online
Podcast quiz.

Effect of generic glatiramer acetate on spending and
use of drugs for multiple sclerosis (see p. 565)

1. Effect of generic glatiramer acetate on spending and use of drugs for multiple
sclerosis

2. Association of out-of-pocket costs on adherence to common neurologic
medications

In the first segment, Dr. Jason Crowell talks with Dr. Daniel Hartung about his
paper on the effect of generic glatiramer acetate on the reduction of multiple
sclerosis costs. In the second part of the podcast, Dr. Jason Crowell speaks
with Dr. Brian Callaghan about his paper (also from the March 31 issue of
Neurology: see p. 566) on the association of out-of-pocket costs on adherence
to common neurologic medications.

Disclosures can be found at Neurology.org.

NB: “Mystery Case: Symptomatic isolated tongue tremor of cortical origin due to stroke,” p. 591.
To check out other Resident & Fellow Section Mystery Cases, point your browser to Neuro-
logy.org/N and click on the link to the Resident & Fellow Section. At the end of the issue, check
out the Resident & Fellow Section Teaching NeuroImage discussing the presentation of trochlear
nerve schwannoma in a patient and another on a rare selective compression of the superolateral
oculomotor nerve by the posterior cerebral artery vessel. This week also includes a Resident &
Fellow Section Pearls & Oy-sters article titled “Progressive ataxia and palatal tremor: Imaging
and disease course.”
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