
José G. Merino, MD, MPhil, Editor-in-Chief, Neurology®

Articles

Fetal loss and malformations in the MONEAD study of pregnant
women with epilepsy
In this multicenter, prospective, observational investigation, severe adverse fetal outcomes
(i.e., fetal loss and major congenital malformations) occurred more often in pregnancies of
women with epilepsy (7.9%) than in healthy controls (1.9%). However, the large majority of
pregnancies in women with epilepsy do not have adverse fetal outcomes.
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Detecting earlier stages of amyloid deposition using PET in
cognitively normal elderly adults

β-Amyloid (Aβ) aggregation plays an important role in
Alzheimer disease pathophysiology. Nominally Aβ-cogni-
tively unimpaired individuals with high Aβ in the banks
of superior temporal sulcus are at increased risk of cogni-
tive decline. This study provides a novel approach to
possibly identify early-stage disease for amyloid-lowering
interventions.
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From editorialists Park and Abner: “The study highlights the central role that amyloid imaging plays in
understanding the disease process, independent of the controversy of whether amyloidosis is a funda-
mental causal mechanism of Alzheimer disease.”
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Fiber-specific white matter reductions in Parkinson hallucinations
and visual dysfunction
Visual hallucinations and processing abnormalities are associated with risk of dementia in
patients with Parkinson disease. The authors used pixel-based analysis to reveal fiber con-
nectivity loss in the splenium and thalamic projections in these patients. The study found
widespread axonal reduction in fiber pathways that have been implicated in Parkinson
dementia.
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Continued

Notable in Neurology this week
This issue features an article that examines the clinical outcomes of triptans and ergotamines overdoses via
a retrospective review of the National Poison Data System; another investigates the etiology of a spastic
paraparesis outbreak—suspected as konzo—in the Western Province of Zambia. A featured article
determined that a patient’s race or ethnicity is not a contributing factor to risk of cognitive impairment in
newly diagnosed multiple sclerosis.
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Contemporary Issues: Innovations in Education

Innovations in on-demand audio education: Beyond trending
Broadcast audio has rapidly evolved with the mainstream adoption of podcasts and virtual
assistant technology. The authors discuss the potential benefits of the new Neurology Minute:
curated, clinically relevant neurology news delivered in a brief audio recording. This on-demand
audio education can be incorporated easily into the daily routine of practicing neurologists.
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CME Opportunity: Listen to this week’s
Neurology Podcast and earn 0.5 AMA
PRA Category 1 CME Credits™ by
answering the multiple-choice questions
in the online Podcast quiz.

Disease modification and biomarker development in
Parkinson disease: Revision or reconstruction? (see
the March 17, 2020, issue of Neurology® [p. 481])

1. Why Deep Brain Stimulation Works for Some People and Not Others
(Neurology Today)

2. Disease modification and biomarker development in Parkinson disease:
Revision or reconstruction? (March 17, 2020, issue of Neurology)

In the first segment, Dr. Jeff Ratliff talks with Dr. Nico Dosenbach about his
Neuron paper on neural networks and deep brain stimulation [available online at:
https://bit.ly/2TX1zku], and they specifically cover the Neurology Today article
on this paper with respect to the impact on DBS. The Neurology Today article
can be read at: https://bit.ly/2TzJr0Y. In the second part of the podcast, Dr. Jeff
Ratliff speaks with Dr. Alberto Espay about his paper from the March 17, 2020,
issue of Neurology on reconsidering biomarkers in Parkinson disease.

Disclosures can be found at Neurology.org.

NB: “Pearls & Oy-sters: Fatal brain edema is a rare complication of severe CACNA1A-related
disorder,” p. 631. To check out other Resident & Fellow Section Pearls & Oy-sters articles, point
your browser to Neurology.org/N and click on the link to the Resident & Fellow Section. At the
end of the issue, check out the Resident & Fellow Section Clinical Reasoning article discussing the
progression of the diagnostic processes in the case of a patient with progressive bilateral visual loss.
This week also includes a Resident & Fellow Section Teaching NeuroImage titled “Ondine curse
syndrome caused by dorsolateral medullary stroke.”
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