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A 50-year-old man with a history of IV drug use and cervical scars presented with acute
disorientation and incoherent speech. A cerebral CT demonstrated a left middle cerebral artery
(MCA) infarct with intracranial linear hyperdensity (figure, A). CT angiography revealed
a broken needle in the left internal and external carotid arteries (figure, B); there was apparent
needle migration into the MCA (figure, B). No MRI was performed; the magnetic field may
have moved the intracranial needle. Cervical needle fragments were removed surgically. Broken
needle cardiac embolization associated with IV drug use has been reported,1,2 but intracranial
arterial migration is exceptional.
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Figure Cerebral CT and CT angiography

(A) CT demonstrates a left middle cerebral artery (MCA) infarct with a hyperdense linear image next to the MCA
(arrow). (B) CT angiography shows fragments of a needle in the carotid arteries (dotted arrows) and in the left MCA
(arrow).
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COVID-19 and Neurologic Disease: Call for Papers!

The editors of Neurology are interested in papers that address the neurological aspects of COVID-19
infection and challenges to the management of patients with chronic neurological conditions who
have, or are at risk for, the infection. Relevant papers that pass initial internal review will undergo
expedited peer review and online publication. We will consider papers posted in preprint servers.

Submit observational studies and clinical trials as Articles and case series and case reports under
the Clinical/Scientific Notes category to https://submit.neurology.org/ today!

Announcing…
Child Neurology: A Case-Based Approach
Cases from the Neurology® Resident & Fellow Section

This collaboration between the American Academy of Neurology (AAN) and the Child Neurology Society (CNS) represents a
collection of reprinted cases from the past 15 years from the Neurology Resident & Fellow Section.

An invaluable resource for both adult and pediatric neurologists and trainees! FREE download: NPub.org/cnbook

Share Your Artistic Expressions in Neurology ‘Visions’

AAN members are urged to submit medically or scientifically related artistic images, such as photographs, photomicrographs,
and paintings, to the “Visions” section of Neurology®. These images are creative in nature, rather than the medically instructive
images published in the NeuroImages section. The image or series of up to six images may be black and white or color and
must fit into one published journal page. Accompanying description should be 100 words or less; the title should be a maximum
of 96 characters including spaces and punctuation.

Please access the Author Center at NPub.org/authors for full submission information.
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