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Clinical significance of anti-NMDAR concurrent with glial or
neuronal surface antibodies

Some patients with anti-NMDAR encephalitis (NMDARE)
have concurrent glial or neuronal surface antibodies. In 2
cohorts of patients with NMDARE, the presence of specific
antibodies (4.0%–7.5%) was associated with specific clinical
and radiologic features, and with prognosis. Antibody studies in
serum and CSF are needed for the proper diagnosis, treatment,
and prognosis of patients with NMDARE.
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Vascular injury biomarkers and stroke risk: A population-based study
In this population-basedmultibiomarker study, elevated levels of intercellular adhesionmolecule
3—a molecule shed by activated leukocytes—measured in plasma taken up to 12 years before
diagnosis were associated with higher risk of incident stroke.
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Thrombus NET content is associated with clinical outcome in stroke
and myocardial infarction
The cell composition of thrombi in patients with stroke and myocardial infarction differs, with
the former having more platelets, fibrin/fibrinogen, monocytes, eosinophils, B-cells and T-cells
per thrombus area, and more abundant neutrophil extracellular traps.
Page 975

From editorialists Srivatsan and Woollard: “The quantification of various immune cell entities in the
different etiologies of stroke as well as the association between thrombus NET content and poor clinical
outcomes highlight a potential target area for future therapeutic advancements that promote greater
deformation in NET-abundant clots.”
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MORE ONLINE

COVID-19 Resources
For the latest articles,
invited commentaries, and
blogs from physicians
around the world
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Continued

Notable in Neurology this week
This issue features an article that examines the clinical phenotype of children with contactin-associated
protein 2 (CASPR2) antibodies in order to delineate autoimmune disease in association with CASPR2
antibodies in childhood; another investigates the Revised Self-Monitoring Scale as a potential clinical
endpoint for treatment trials for patients with behavioral variant frontotemporal dementia. A featured
Special Article provides neurologic outcome quality measures for broad application across major neu-
rologic diseases.
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Disease-modifying treatments and cognition in relapsing-remitting
multiple sclerosis: A meta-analysis
Little is known about differential effects of disease-modifying treatments (DMTs) on cognitive
impairment in relapsing-remittingmultiple sclerosis. Ameta-analysis of 44 studies suggested that
DMTs have a modest positive effect on cognitive test performance but the effect sizes were
similar for escalation vs platform strategies. Clinical trials employing more extensive, change-
sensitive cognitive tests are urgently needed.
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From editorialists Marrie and Leavitt: “Landmeyer et al. have provided us with important information
about the effect of DMTs on cognition in relapsing-remitting MS. More importantly, they have
highlighted the steps that still need to be taken to fully address this important clinical question.”
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NEW EPISODE

June 2, 2020

CME Opportunity: Listen to this week’s
Neurology Podcast and earn 0.5 AMA
PRA Category 1 CME Credits™ by
answering the multiple-choice questions
in the online Podcast quiz.

Quality improvement in neurology: Neurology
Outcomes Quality Measurement Set (see p. 982)

1. Quality improvement in neurology: Neurology Outcomes Quality Mea-
surement Set

2. What’s Trending: Migraine in the under- and uninsured, part 1

In the first segment, Dr. Jeff Ratliff talks with Dr. Jason Jonathan Sico about his
paper discussing the neurology outcomes quality measurement set. In the second
part of the podcast, Dr. Jason Crowell speaks with Dr. Dave Watson for part 1 of
their 2-part talk on treatment of migraine for the underinsured and uninsured.

Disclosures can be found at Neurology.org.

NB: “Relapse of severe neurosarcoidosis with switch from originator infliximab to biosimilar,”
p. 991. To check out other Clinical/Scientific Notes, point your browser to Neurology.org/N. At
the end of the issue, check out the Resident & Fellow Section Clinical Reasoning article discussing
diagnostic considerations for a patient presenting with 3 episodes of loss of consciousness at-
tributed to seizures. This week also includes a Resident & Fellow Section Teaching NeuroImages
article titled “Delayed nonischemic cerebral enhancing lesions post endovascular coil
embolization.”
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