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A 67-year-old man presented with acute right hemiparesis and hemianesthesia (NIH Stroke
Scale score 5). Hyperacute neuroimaging was interpreted as normal. Following IV tissue
plasminogen activator, his symptoms worsened, with concern for cervical radiculopathy. Upon

Figure 1 Cervical spine MRI

(A) Axial and (B) sagittal T2-weighted images demonstrate hyperintense extramedullary fluid collection (arrows)
consistent with spinal epidural hematoma.

Figure 2 Head and neck CT angiogram (CTA) images

(A) Unlabeled and (B) labeled images with standard CTA window width/level settings and (C) tailored settings opti-
mizing the density differential between epidural hematoma (arrows) and laterally displaced spinal cord (SC).
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reviewing the CT angiogram (CTA), a possible spinal epi-
dural hematoma (EDH) was noted and subsequently
confirmed with MRI (figure 1). Cryoprecipitate was admin-
istered. His symptoms gradually improved with conservative
management. Spontaneous spinal EDH is rare (incidence:
0.1/100,000 per year).1 Risk factors include hypertension
and coagulopathy.1 Although cervical spine EDH is best vi-
sualized with MRI,2 dedicated attention to the CTA may
reveal this uncommon stroke mimic prior to thrombolysis
(figure 2).
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