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Insight into the pathways that regulate pruning, as well as the specific signals that guide microglia to engulf
synapses, will be crucial for identifying potential therapeutic targets against cognitive decline

— Bartels et al.!

They nibble at tributaries where thought
is a flurry of droplets. They tidy

traffic of ridge and ravine

whose sky is bone.

No sun, no moon, but a host

of starry cells, invests this fertile

and unharrowed darkness, humming
with silent exigencies

and explorations. But if, at the nexus
of voltage and vesicle, microglia—
those tiny adherents—mistake

the tastiest gulp,

the junctions where aberrantly

cleaved peptides cling like leaves
clogging a stream, or with inherited flaws
corrupt their spools of instruction,

might the mirror of memory crack, the strands
unravel in the starry weave,

the self, like a fountain whose drops no juggler
keeps tossing and catching, collapse?

Reference
1. Bartels T, De Schepper S, Hong S, et al. Microglia modulate neurodegeneration in Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases. Science 2020;
370:66-69.

Copyright © 2021 American Academy of Neurology

Copyright © 2021 American Academy of Neurology. Unauthorized reproduction of this article is prohibited.


mailto:bevgreenspan@att.net

Neurology

Microglia
Beverly Greenspan

Neurology 2021;96;716 Published Online before print February 10, 2021

DOI 10.1212/WNL.0000000000011670

Thisinformation iscurrent as of February 10, 2021

Updated Information &
Services

References

Subspecialty Collections

Permissions & Licensing

Reprints

including high resolution figures, can be found at:
http://n.neurol ogy.org/content/96/15/716.full

This article cites 1 articles, 1 of which you can access for free at:
http://n.neurol ogy.org/content/96/15/716.full#ref-list-1

This article, along with others on similar topics, appearsin the
following collection(s):

All Cognitive Disorder s/Dementia
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_cognitive_disorders_dementia

Information about reproducing this article in parts (figures,tables) or in
its entirety can be found online at:
http://www.neurol ogy.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions

Information about ordering reprints can be found online;
http://n.neurol ogy .org/subscribers/advertise

Neurology ® isthe official journal of the American Academy of Neurology. Published continuously since
1951, it isnow aweekly with 48 issues per year. Copyright © 2021 American Academy of Neurology. All
rights reserved. Print ISSN: 0028-3878. Online ISSN: 1526-632X.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF

NEUROLOGY.



http://n.neurology.org/content/96/15/716.full
http://n.neurology.org/content/96/15/716.full#ref-list-1
http://n.neurology.org/cgi/collection/all_cognitive_disorders_dementia
http://www.neurology.org/about/about_the_journal#permissions
http://n.neurology.org/subscribers/advertise

